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But the Tariff of Abominations was enacted in 1828 and
William Lloyd Garrison founded the Liberator in Boston in
1831. The one struck a deathblow and the other sounded
as it were the passing knell not merely of the great quasi-
feudal estates but of any possible prosperity for the South.
.
Let us deal very cursorily with the question of negro slavery
before going on to the real Abominations of the world.
For, believe me, all the evils from which to-day we suffer
came from tariffs — though whether the first malignity
between human beings preceded the first tariffs or whether
the first tariffs caused the first malignity is as difficult a
question as which came first, the hen or the egg. . . .
The question of slavery comes only very incidentally into
our immediate purview. It was — or to be more exact the
method of its abolition in the South was — one of the contri-
butory causes to the existence of the prodigious strangle-
hold that the Industrial System has established over our
comity of nations. But if the Nordic section of this continent
and their sympathizers in the Eastern hemisphere had not
at the instance of their commercial subsidizers raised a
sort of religious afflatus against the peculiar institution in
the South, the Civil War, which was merely a struggle
between two commercial interests, would never have taken
place. And the war was a very great calamity for all
humanity. It gave a tremendous impetus towards mass-
production — and it heightened the rate at which humanity
was already going towards the belief that murder was the
most efficient method of securing for the murderer the
possessions of his neighbours, whether fellow-countrymen
or beyond the artificial boundaries called national. It
rendered Peace impossible.
§
Let us begin at once by saying that it is abhorrent that one
human being should be the property of another. Let us even
premise that it is a natural abhorrence such as all created
beings feel for the excrement of their species or all human

